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	SYLLABUS

	

	

	

	POLS 308
	Game Theoretic Methods in Political Science 

	Spring 2019
	

	Allen 1003
	

	

	Course Description and Prerequisites

	

	Core concepts of game theory to study strategic interaction in politics; game theory using simple mathematical models to describe social situations, understand political and social phenomena; emphasis on model building skills and problem solving. 
Prerequisites: POLS 206 and junior or senior classification or approval of department head.

	

	

	

	Learning Outcomes or Course Objectives

	

	Students will be able to:

Understand politics in game-theoretic terms.

Analyze game-theoretic models to understand and explain strategic interaction in politics.
Construct games that reflect assumptions about the state of the world.



	

	

	Instructor Information

	

	Garrett Vande Kamp
	

	garrettvandekamp@tamu.edu
	

	Allen 2031
	

	Tuesday 10:00am-Noon
	

	

	Textbook and/or Resource Material

	

	Textbook: Games of Strategy, 4th Edition. Avinash K. Dixit, Susan Skeath, & David H. Reiley, Jr.
All other necessary materials will be provided by the professor or through access to the university’s resources available freely to students.



	

	Attendance Policy

	Attendance to class meetings is voluntary. Attendance will be taken in class for the instructor’s records but will not be used in any way to determine the student’s grade.

Attendance to quizzes and exams is mandatory. Make-up exams are at the discretion of the professor, but will always be within a week of the exam date. University-excused absences will always guarantee a make-up exam. Quizzes will be announced at least one class period before they are scheduled. Exams will be announced at least one week before they are scheduled.

	

	

	Grading Policies

	

	Exam 1
20%

Exam 2
20%

Final Exam
25%

Homework and Quizzes
25%

Participation
10%

	

	Homework assignments will receive due dates. These due dates are mandatory. Late homework will be accepted with a 25% penalty for each day it is late. University-excused absences will waive this penalty only for those days explicitly excused students will be expected to turn in assignments immediately following their excused absence. Homework that cannot be turned in physically must be emailed to the professor in a PDF format unless otherwise given permission.


	Grading Scale

	A = 90-100

B = 80-89

C = 70-79

D = 60-69

F = <60

	

	Course Topics, Calendar of Activities, Major Assignment Dates

	

	Introduction: Chapter 2
Sequential Games: Chapter 3

Simultaneous Games: Chapter 4

Mixed Strategies: Chapter 7

Games with Uncertainty: Chapters 9 and 10

Comparative Statics: Chapter 15


	

	Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)

	

	The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you believe you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please contact Disability Services, currently located in the Disability Services building at the Student Services at White Creek complex on west campus or call 979-845-1637. For additional information, visit http://disability.tamu.edu.

	

	Academic Integrity

For additional information please visit: http://aggiehonor.tamu.edu 

	

	“An Aggie does not lie, cheat, or steal, or tolerate those who do.”

	

	A Word of Thanks

	Teaching is a difficult task, and even the creation of a course syllabus is difficult. I appreciate the help of all the faculty members who have helped me along the way: Ian Turner and John Robertson.

That being said, this syllabus and the course materials referenced in it is the intellectual property of the instructor and subject to copyright law. Do not reproduce any course materials without explicit written permission.



